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REMINISCENCES OF THE OtD NAVY

Dewey as an Adjuster- -

In a

By W W STONE

Licut Commandcr George Dewey was
brown study

No he was not planning a bloody cam

paign nor was he in love men
He was bowed down momentarily be ¬

neath a lit of deep disgust and disap-

pointment

¬

lie was sitting on a campstool bymy
office table between two great Columbiads

on the starboaid side of the gun deck

His right elbow was resting on the table
and his partly closed hand tapped softly a
nervous tattoo that sounded like the
muffled drum beats of a lost hope

Three weeks before the time of which

I am now writing October jSGT Dewey

had been appointed Executive OUicer of

the Colorado succeeding Lewis A Kira
beiley now Hear Admiral retired Kim
berley had been promoted to the rank of

commander and was on his way home

to take command of the IT S receiving

shin Vcimont lying in the New York

Navy Yard Bain
Dewey was not new to the Coloiado

nor to the existing conditions He had
Konn nptinr- - ns Hln Lieutenant for Ad

miral Goldsborongh for a sboit time
hence when spoken of as likely to get

the appointment of First Luff the ris-

ing

¬

and ambitious young olllcer stipulated
that when he took charge all offenders
should be pardoned the brig or ships
prison vacated and the entire ships com-

pany

¬

be given a clean bill of moral

health
Capt It H Wyman or Black Jack

be he was called by the ships company

was strongly opposed to this but Dewey
was persistent and being seconded by our
bluff old Admiral finally won

There were several hard cases in the
brig Some were confined for complicity
In the robborv of Fleet Paymaster Cun-

ninghams
¬

safe Several thousand dol-

lars
¬

had been stolen The principal thief
was a ward room negro waiter named
Watts Among tne better class of prison-
ers

¬

was a runaway boats crew formf rly
belonging to the Admirals barge all like-
ly

¬

young fellows some of them today
prosperous business men in the Fast one
of them at least a past officer in the Na-

tional
¬

Encampment Beside these there
were the usual number of drunks fighters
end rebellious sailormen

I have an explanation for this condition
of tilings an explanation which may serve
as a hint to some of the well meaning but
mistaken officers of our present White
Navy

You must know that my position as
Ships Clerk gave me an opportunity o

witness cause and effect more so possi
blv than tiny other personage aboard the
frigate I was as Ships Writer neither
officer nor private a sort of Mahomet s
coffin swinging twixt heaven and well
terra firma I stood in a kind of half ¬

way house mixing freely with both ends
of the ship

To start then from the beginning On
the 24lh of May 1SC5 Lieut Commander
Kimberley went on board of the receiv-
ing

¬

ship North Carolina and had the
men all lined up on the upper deck Go-

ing
¬

down the line followed by a clerk
Kimberley selected the likeliest most In-

telligent
¬

cleanest and nattiest looking fel ¬

lows he could find The clerk took the
names and records The next day May
23 these men were sent aboard of the

Colorado and she went intj commis
ilon I mention this because I want my
readers to understand that we had the
finest cleanest best looking set of fun
laxiug jolly young fellows that ever sailed
otof of New York Harbor With material
Bnch as this Americas bravest best
blood failure to get the very bet re-

sults
¬

must be attributed to lack of the
proper quantity of knowledge tact and
sympathy necessary to utilize the excel-
lence

¬

at hand
The Colorado was well worthy of her

crew She was n trim stately well
equipped frigate She had been selected
eg the showiest of her class to go over
to Europe after the close of the civil vyar
to show the people on the other side of the
water that far from being either dead or
even sick we were very much alive and
some of our rollicking sailormen succeed-
ed

¬

only too well In this respect
A large percentage of our crew were

veterans from the Gulf nnd Atlantic
Squadrons Mauv of them fierce and
effective fighters in the bloody battles of
the previous years had been too lavish
of their pay and hence were behind on the
ships books This estopped them from
liberty on shore and was a great cause

for discontent
I am compelled reluctantly to confess

that Kimberleys nature and temperament
unfitted him for the task of controlling
and training this stirring aggregation of
muscular young Americans We were
confessedly In a holiday ship The off-

icers
¬

laughingly avowed that they were on
a picnic Aft peace had spread her
wins and plenty Etood with her horn
turned upside down Balls parties con-
certs

¬

receptions followed In rapid SUC
COFMOn

Forward of the mainmast a different
state of things existed Here everything
was on a war footing Gums had to be
kept polished decks whitened sails and
masts made presentable This perpetual
Crind might have been borne with more
patience had there been omp show of
consideration in granting the little privi-
leges

¬

so dear to Jaekys heart but con-
cessions

¬

were apparently wrung from the
Executive as Flowly as juice from a hard
apple The crew resented this They at-
tributed

¬

the reluctance to the promptings
of a soured and morose nature

In this they were wrong Kimberleys
whole soul was wrapped up in duty He
took no pleasure outside of his profession
and lie could see no reason why men were
not satisfied who had plenty too cat and
and drink and a good bed to sleep In
after the work was done I guess thats
wuy so many ministers sons go wrong
Parents dont appreciate the fact that
there must be human sympathy and a
reciprocity of benefits to make good chil ¬

dren and your is a child
In some respects

Kimberley was a stern strict maitinet
but beneath a crusty exterior he had a
very kindly soul But he seldom went
ashore himself took no delight in dances
or dinners lied to his state room when ¬

ever a pretty girl showed her dainty nose
above the starboard gangway and lie
looked upon a whisky bottle as an in-

genious
¬

Invention of the devil Now what
sympnthy can a gentleman thus un-
armed have for a band of impulsive full
blooded thorough bred Yankee boys
Mens minds nnd souls are constructed
very much on the wireless telegraphy prin-
ciple

¬

there must be perfect sympathy to
produce the best results Kimberleys na-
ture

¬

on the contrary was ropellnut to
the ardent blood surging around him no
was looked to for bread he gave a stone

This apparent cynicism was not how-
ever

¬

the product of a cold heart When
you go toiling up the sloping sides of old
Mount Vesuvius yoii struggle over shale
and block and sullen sand you see Na
tnre in her sternest mood Poke your stick
down anywhere in this forbidding terri-
tory

¬

and you find flame and fire below
fiuch was the ease with Kimberley us I
myself know He had to be poked at to
get a glimpse of the really noble nature
hidden from the ordinary eye

A case in point I disliked to ask my
principal for leave to go ashore The re
quest --was almost invariably met by a
grimace as If the nerve of a tooth had
been prodded At length I moved up to
the conclusion that he resented my taking
advantage of his being at e tabicHe appeared to feel that this was an un
dna advantage taken of an official posi ¬

tion

--How Mike Alade Peace in the Main

Top
n i

Acting on this whenever I wanted very
much to go nshoic I would wait until my
hero was comfortably seated in the Bmok
ing section of the officers territory way
forward on the port side of the gun deck
He never refused me there and yet when ¬

ever he saw me coming he would attempt
to dodge me by making a circuit athwart
ship or possiblilown a convenient hatch-
way

¬

I beat this by waiting at some
point that hu would have to pass in his
loidly way nnd where he could avoid me
only by jumping over a hatchway He
seemed to enjoy this for I could see a
twinkle in his eye that seemed to say

WANTING TO KNOW 1IYSELF WAS HE
OR MB CAPTAIN I OP AND SMASHED
HIM IN 1 HE NOSK

Well young fellow you know what
ycure about

The crew had not my opportunity to
dig beneath the crust hence the discon-
tent and unrest everywhere felt on board
Over 100 of our young men deserted in
the early part of the cruise Gun drills
and sailing manuvcrs were executed in
a soldiering sort of way If there was
any emulation at all it was on the slow
mans race principle

jow i can go back to the commence
ment of my story to take a fresh start
just as racu horses have to who are trot
ted over tno course so as to get acquaint-
ed

¬

with the run
les Dewey was in a brown study His

eye roved listlessly down over the
glistening guns that comprised our star-
board

¬

battery but the glance cave no
gleam of pride he looked at the whitened
deck sweet and clean as a family bread
board but it afforded him no pleasure
He gazed Idly out of tho porthole and
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his Tlsion limped laboriously over tho
stately granite blocks that ran far inward
to the sheltered waters of Cherbourg nar
bor Dancing wave and dimpling tido
gave him no attraction In his present
mood ho would rather see yon amorous
wave rise in majestic wrath and with its
Titan arms hurl aqueous mountains thun-
dering

¬

ngaiust tho shuddering walls
The immediate cause of all this dis-

quiet
¬

lay in Mr Deweys left hand He had
just been handed the findings of a court
martial that had tried Charley Carey
Dick Welch and Pat Ryan Thirty days
on bread and water in double irons with
loss of pay These men were all excel-
lent

¬

seamen stationed in the main top
but they were slaves to liquor Here was
the problem over which Dewey was
brooding How to restore order and be¬

get confidence in what way to arouse
emulation and ambition and to smother
discontent

I boon found that Dewey was Kimber-
leys

¬

opposite Dewey was soft spoken
persuasive and insinuating in manner
with a courtly air that won your heart
at once He went freely about the ship
talked directly with the men learned their
needs and wants at first hand and at the
same time discovered their shortcomings

Cl
A change was quickly apparent in the
conduct of the crew The men were be ¬

ginning to realize that the call of duty
was arbitrary but it had its compensa ¬

tions A sympathetic chord hail been
struck and the better nature was com-
mencing

¬

to creep out The men in the
main toii were however still a source of
trouble and vexation There was tho

Webster Carey gang that seemed to be
continually on the rampage and as Dewey
snt clutching the court martial paper in
his hand he seemed to be making up his
mind to sonic course of action

Looking up suddenly he turned to me
and said

Writer call my messenger boy
I stepped out onto the open deck and

See
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Not Valid
aftui
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found little Johnny Wolfcndcn playing
jackstones with a brother apprentice I
beckoned to him andthb came quickly up

Boy said Dewoy quictiy run down
nnd find the Master-at-Ann- s and tell him
that I want Williams brought up here
from the brig Williams was Captain of
the main top but had been thrust into
tho brig the day before for drunkenness

In a short time the caravan appeared
First the Mastcr-at-Arm- s then the sheepish-lo-

oking petty officer Two Ships Cor-
porals

¬

brought up ithe rear
A model Captain of the Top sneered

Dewey Why sir continued Dewey
in tones of suppressed anger you are ex ¬

pected to be a model of sobriety to your
men not a leader in their crimes

I couldnt help it sir sure I couldnt
I was perishing with cold and some one
offered me a swallow of whisky

Who offered youV broke in Dewey
Williams hitched up his trousers

thumbed his cap nervously gave himself
a half hitch to starboaid and said sul-
lenly

¬

I dunno sir twas too dark to see the
mate who passed it

That is not true Williams You are
shielding your men in their wrong doing
This only convinces me that I am right
in my belief that joii are unworthy of
your plate A man to control others must
first control hiniselft 1 shall disrate you
sir Take off that eagle and set your sta-
tion

¬

ns seaman from the Ships Writer
heie

The man humbly touched his cap and
sidled up to im I hastily made out a
little mtinoraiiduni billeting him on the
forecastle to save him the mortification
of working with his former subordinates
and he slunk off

Dewey sat quiet for a few moments
and then called out

You boy Run up lo the Olllcer of
the Deck and ask him to please pass the
word for Michael McCarthy and have
him renin t to me at once

In about five minutes thereafter a short
wiry led faccd lad with a pair of rowing
restless steel gray eyes came striding
down the deck in our direction walking
with a quick nervous jerky gait Mike
weighed about 1 7 pounds and at first
glance would not be deemed very formid-
able but a study of his cat like sjiringy
step and rapid movements made it evi ¬

dent that he could hold his own in the
tuibulcnt frond in the main top whciu
he was stationed

How different the McCarthy of today
Mike is now Mr William MtCarthy pro-
prietor

¬

of a large sailor boarding house in
San Francisco Mr McCarthy is lotund
of poison with full round swelling
cheeks and with symptoms of a double
chin Clothed in the bight of fashion
Mr McCaithy furnishes a model for an
excellent picture of Then and Now

Taking off his cap with a nervous
swing the newcomer cave a sort of
shuffle that stood for a bow and then
said

Im McCarthv if you please sir
Ah jes and youre an able scaThan

in the main tup said Dewey in the low
pitched purring tone he adopted when
he wanted to be particularly gracious

Yes sir in the main top sir re¬

turned Mac twiddling his cap in an awk
wanl way

Kind of a rongb crowd it would seem
whats the matter with the men there

Matter sir Nuthin the matter wid
em they do be a little- frisky sometimes
but theyre all dead fcanie

Yes they do good work when they
want to said Dewey suggestively

Oh yes sir they heat the deck when
they git a guin

There was silence for a moment dur-
ing

¬

which time Dewey studied Mae from
head to foot Suddenly he straightened
himself up and said

McCarthy Im goins to make you Cap-
tain

¬

of the Maintop This was said
with the lordly air of one handing out a
grand prize in a big lottery or a diamond
badge

McCarthy started he shifted his posi-
tion

¬

from one leg- - to another grew still
tlecper red in tho face and made some
circles with his cap

If you please Mister Dewev he said
at length hesitatingly Id Id rather
stay wid de boys

What not want the rating asked
Dewey staring as if ho could not believe
his own cars
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Yes sir No sir if you please sir I
dont want the billet sir

looked as if a house had fgllcn
on his hopes but recovering him-

self
¬

in a moment he said curtly
Nonsense You dont know when youre

well off I intend to rate you as Can
tain of tho Top and I shall look to you
to see that tho men do their duty and
that you do yours You may go
sir

There was no more to be said Dewey
aroso from his seat with a wave of his
hand and Mac saluted and retired with a
rather sullen air

The next day I was standing on the
forecastle just before the time when the
starboard watch was piped below Eight
bells bad just been stiuck when a noisy
altercation was heard in the waist of the
ship

Walking slowly down in that direction
I arrived in time to see one of the niain
topmen staggering about with a badly
contused eye and a profusely bleeding
nose He had evidently not been handled
with care

The Master-at-Ann- s and a Ships Cor-
poral

¬

or two weie already on the ground
and boon out of the tnuxle our new Cap-
tain

¬

of the Top emerged under escort of
Jemmy Legs Macs ejes were ablaze

and his whole manner showed that some ¬

body had waked up his Irish His
clenched lists worked convulsively and
his iel hair seemed to stand up straight
as if the ships baiber had just cut it
pompadour

Mac was led up to the mainmast and
reported to the Olllcer of the Deck who
happened to be Mr Sampson now the

Rear Admiral
T Sampson was at that titjje

the type of a perfect man in form and
featuie Tall broad shouldeied erect as
a pikestaff with pink checks and soft
blue ejos and nicely blonde
beard he was a model looking sailor man
but withal he was in great disfavor with
the crew of the Colorado He was ac¬

cused of being too much stuck on his
shape Ho certainly was lacking in that
magnetic power that drew men to Dewey

Sampson looked at the pugnacious top- -

man wmi a supercilious air
Fighting eh he said in response to

the report of Babcock the Mastcr-at-Arm- s

Yes sir answered Jemmy Legs
Knocked one of the topmen down as he

came from the ton
Take him below and put him in the

brig said Sampson shortly preparing to
turn on his heel to resume his promenade
trumpet in hand up ami down the quar-
ter

¬

deck It was this habit of taking
judgment on the fly attempting
to dig up the attending facts that made
Samie on so unpopular

If jou please Mr Sampson I should
like to see the Fiist Lieutenant broke
inMeCatthy taking off his cap and strid
ing eAcueiuy lurwmti

Humph exclaimed the off-
icer

¬

what do you want to see him for
Want to gain time to invent some more
Plausible excuse for jour outrageous ¬

duct I suppose
McCaithy had the good sense to say

nothing in answer to this innuendo but
his face flushed and his iaw worked
showing what effort silence cost him
Sampson glnieil at Mae for a moment
and then turned aside and with a surly
air bade the messenger boy summon the
Executive Officer It is an arbitrary law
in the navy that seamen believing them ¬

selves aggrieved mav go to the mast and
deiunnd to see the Executive or the Cap-
tain

¬

In a few moments Dewey appeared
suave dignified and soldierly and vet
with methouglit an amused smile lurk-
ing

¬

under cover of the sweeping coal
black mustache

Well whats the matter now my
man he asked after a few words in
an undertone fiom Sampson

lou rated me Captain of the Ton fer--
ninst me will United Mac This was
a bad beginning and Dewey looked grave

les my man said lie slowly and
I asked you to do your duty and keen
peace in the ton

Aye nyc sir Mac sullenly
but ye sometimes have to fight for peace

if yez want it
Ah said Dewey with a Ions drawn

tone then you have attempted to con
quer peace Come tell me ahout it
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Palmer Neb Jan 129 1SH9
Editor National Tribune 1 leceived the

Giceley books all light 1 will say that I
amery well pleased wth them I do not
think 1 eier invested money that secured
so large an amount of good reading mat-
ter

¬

in my life P J Dillon

Ovid Me Dec 14
Editor National Tribune Greeleys

American Conflict came to hand and I
dont hesitate to ay it is far beyond my
expectations It is in my opinion the
gtentest book ever published It is printed
on good hard paper In large clear type
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Dear fairs IIcaso accent my sincere Uianks
for ypuis ot recent date I liavo given your
treatment benefit and he
ucon extraordinary braced it

Well if ye please sir Tommy
fiinty he was ordered to bring down a

from the top when he
came He didnt do it and I asked him

whyfore he didnt bring the of
tackle down and wanted to know who
I was and why I didnt bring it down
meself if I wanted and then he gave
me a little push Wid that wanting to
know meself he or me Captain I up
and smashed him in the nose He makes a
iush me and I lets him have it good
and hard and lands him

Well well said Dewey this is bad
business Striking a seaman is a viola-
tion

¬

of the articles oTwar WeJmust not
allow that If your should come to
me to complain I shall have to inquire
into the matter Until then you go
forward attend to duty

Mac strode Jiway opd Dewey turned
with a satislicd smile to Sampson and
said

Hell do There will be no more trou-
ble

¬

in the main top

r
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t
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Dewey was right Mae had show n that
he could be a boon comrade in a lark on

but that on duty uIkukI tho ship
duty was and there niut be su
skulking nor back talk As then wert
no favors shown and all were treated
alike robed Peace folded her winga
and roosted in the main top

It was this of men and hi
knack of getting the best resnlts that
enabled Dewey to make the Colorado
the bost drillcd ship in waters

She Was Not Economical
Benham Do you remember that be ¬

fore wc were married you said you cooltl
never be a poor niand wife

Mrs Benham Well I wast 17
Benham Xo but you will be soon if

you keep on at the rate you are goinj
now

Its a tin filing- story isnt
Maud One of the most thrilling I ever

read I couldnt skip more than half of
it Detroit Free Press
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Grisly is or leading lniiHcatiu this 141111110 but thcro are also chapters mi hunting the Black
BcarIuiralo the Cougar or Mountain Lion the Peccary and Wulus aud a chapter on Cow¬

boy Land The Picsldcut nialrcS light of tho darners or hunting bis game but his narrative
very modestly told dicloc several closo calls for himself

T tf Sketches of Sport on the Northern CattleHunting rips or a Ranchman rang The cntor this vimow
a nititt cutii turning miscellany embracing such subjects as Stnek Itiiii Bail IuK Hunters
anil Con boys tlieir weapon Jreas and horses Water lowl Piitric and Sme Fowl Grouse
Wild TurLejs Jaelc Babbit- - CouipanIe merit of guns White Tal Beer of tin- - rer bottoms
and a hundred other subjects concluding with a stirring hunting tip which afforded what the
President states was the best shut he eer made

Hunting Trips on Plains and Mountains n
Sights and Sounds of the Desolate Plains Night Camps Eagles ltatlle Snakes Prairie Dogs
Badgcis Hun urg on Hoifvbick A Long Shot A trip after Mountain Sheet the hardest
gamo to successfully hunt tho Loidly Buffalo Still Ilunliu LI and another adeutuie with
danscrous old Lplrrahut

TllP Wit 181 In tho preface or this edition President
IXaVdl Ol rail I HmseveltVserlbmlliulind iteration

of this war nhicli weiogcticrallydhirtstroiis Cau es of the war Cruises and engagements oa
the Ocean 1SL In On the Lakes IStMSlS Perrjs Victory

The Naval War of 1812 Part II gSZX Xt
Biitish in the Clie aneaKo and Capture of Washington OpcratM nto the Likes lSIt Splendid
Victory tit MarDimoiigh Concluding Operations Zslo The Ciflilutioiin Buliiauc Mieccse
the Battle New Orleans

Icic boo tire umiT siifMto than the IlenHlcntt InVir tlie llitr of ISli
77ICV ttfif rlitmc tit tv iwitiiiue the ULtury of the llhmlnuff lltr BVst

The llitr 11 lfl- - tfaitctl tfio litles of the ISrilUtli antl fliutUy tuUluul thtir itllto
the liuUniis

Winnino-- of Vef Trcat3r lc ime 11 f
till rail I IMOIjc iloIiiiluiCiiteteraoes KtK lITl

the Backwoodsmen of thesamu period tho Long Hunters Sexier lolrtsou and lord Dun
lunres War

l e At- - J
vviiimn 01 uie vesi ran

t Mronjtti

knowledge

European

4-- Battle the Gieitt Kanawha 1 Boone
mid Kentucky te turieutof thu

lctiliitiun Overwhelming the Cheiukecs 1TTC Var the Northwest Clarks Campaigns
ns 1T7J

IVillilincr Wpct Pirt III Tue Moravian Jlnerc the Comjuercd
llllllllg Ul IIIC HCai fell I 111 FrtIleu Settlement Ketiuii kr the Hol--

ston Settlements niidtbuOutuberland settlements tho Closo if the Kcvuliiiinti
tion the battle or Kings Mouutaiu whero backwoodsmen soundly thrashca the British
BeguUirs ITS

Winning the West Part IV JSrHSTthe Ml sissipnl SepanitiU Movements and Spanish Intrigue the Mate of llauklui Keu
tuckjs struggle for Statehood

VVinnilltT Of Pllt V e North wct Territory Ohio lTST lWk
LUC 11 CUiillllllla Vr i tho uitlv the Southwest

Mad Anthjiiy Waj tie and right of thoTerritory KsS St Clairs Pereat HOI
1allen Jimuers

in

shore
duty

white

wasnt

Clare it

to

Hound

td

of
Ki in

in

to
ol

of

of the West Itri ie5 ni1 t 1 speculation
ITllIUllI Yrail IJieatic of Jay and Iiuekiiuy Men

of the Western Waters 1TSS 1S0 Purchase of Louisiana BunS Conspiracy Uxpiurers of the
Fur West 1S01 1S0T

Tie brief vtes of contents of the foregoing sir historical rdniiics fall to
tonrcy a hint of their real charm The are filled Kith Indian aturintrue
fUtries ofths itcaillit slrnatfe thatjeeu always goina on tcttrcen cfctemiiiicd uic
Koodmnen and their icily and treaeherout foes
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